
 

 

What’s In An Over’s DNA? 
 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department in its 
continuing efforts to insure Lake Fork continues 
to be the home of big fish will be studying the 
DNA of overs caught during tournaments on the 
lake. 
To help them gather DNS samples the LFSA will 
be taking a small fin sample from each over the 
slot fish brought to the Live Release Boat. 
 
During the Big Bass Splash Dan Bennett 
instructed LFSA members in the proper 
technique of gathering a fin sample.   
 
Once the sample is gathered it is place in a small 
vile sealed and marked for identification and sent 
to TPWD labs for analysis. 
 

 
TPWD Assistant District Management 
Supervisor Dan Bennett instructing LFSA 
members. 
 

 
LFSA member Ed Swenson taking a fin sample 
while Stan Kuhn and Raymond Carter look 
observe. 

Tournament Time On Lake Fork 
 

Tournament time is a busy time for the LFSA 
and its live release boat. 
 

 
The LFSA provides the Life Release Boat to any 
tournament with 50 or more boats.  There is no 
charge for this service. However, we do accept 
donations that are used in the upkeep and 
maintenance of the LRB. 
 
During the Big Bass Splash members of the 
Grand Saline High School fishing club acted as 
runners.  This group of young men did a terrific 
job to insure the fish came to the LRB in the best 
possible condition. 
 

 
 
LFSA member Ed Swenson instructs members 
of the Grand Saline team in the operation of the 
LRB. 
 
 

 

 

Mission of the Lake Fork Sportsman’s Association 

 Promote sportsmanship and the protection of natural resources 

 Promote the quality of Lake Fork fishery and other outdoor recreational activities 

 Promote the future of angling through youth programs 

 Promote a spirit of cooperation with local, county, state, and federal governmental agencies, and other civic 
organizations for the purpose of improving Lake Fork and its surrounding communities 

 Promote items of interest of the membership at large 



Toyota ShareLunker Season 

Begins October 1 

The 30th season of the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) Toyota ShareLunker 
program will begin October 1. 
 
Anyone legally catching a 13-pound or bigger 
largemouth bass from Texas waters, public or 
private, between October 1 and April 30 may 
submit the fish to the Toyota ShareLunker 
program. Fish will be picked up by TPWD 
personnel within 12 hours. 
 
ShareLunker entries that genetic testing shows 
are pure Florida largemouth bass are used in a 
selective breeding program at the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center (TFFC) in Athens. 
Offspring from ShareLunkers that spawn are 
stocked into each waterbody that produces an 
entry during the season. Some offspring may be 
used for research, while others may be retained 
by the hatchery system for use as future 
brooders. 
 
The angler catching each fish decides what will 
happen to it following its use by TPWD. Most 
anglers choose to return the fish to the 
waterbody where it was caught. Some donate 
the fish to TPWD for display at TFFC. 
 
Genetic testing of ShareLunker entries shows 
that pure Florida largemouth bass have as much 
as 18 times greater chance of producing a 13-
pound offspring as intergrades do. Limited 
capacity at TPWD hatcheries requires using all 
available pond space for the offspring of pure 
Florida fish. 
 
Anglers entering fish into the Toyota 
ShareLunker program receive a free replica of 
their fish, a certificate and ShareLunker clothing 
and are recognized at a banquet at the Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens. The 
person who catches the season’s largest entry 
will be named Angler of the Year and will receive 
a prize package from G. Loomis of a top-of-the-
line rod, Shimano reel, PowerPro line and G. 
Loomis hat. If the Angler of the Year is a Texas 
resident, that person will also receive a lifetime 
Texas fishing license. 
 
ShareLunker catches can be reported 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week during the season, by 
calling (903) 681-0550. If poor cellphone service 
prevents use of the voice number, anglers can 
leave a phone number (including area code) at 
(888) 784-0600. That number is also monitored 
24/7 during the season. 
 
For complete information and rules of the 
ShareLunker program, tips on caring for big bass 
and a recap of last year’s season, see 
www.tpwd.texas.gov/sharelunker/.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Yantis ISD Attends LFSA 

Meeting 
 
During the September LFSA meeting we had the 
pleasure of meeting new High School principal 
Jerry Brem. 
 
Mr. Brem received his Bachelor of Science 
Degree from Sul Ross State University in Alpine, 
Texas. After teaching technology education for 
eleven years, he received his Master of 
Education Degree from the University of Texas 
at El Paso and began his career in 
administration as an assistant principal at JM 
Hanks High School in El Paso. Jerry was named 
the high school assistant principal of the year in 
Region 19 before becoming a high school 
principal. He has spent the last decade serving 
as high school principal and has had success 
improving academic performance on the state 
mandated testing. At his prior school in 
Columbus, they were recognized as being in the 
top 24 of 551 school districts with at least 1,000 
students for significantly beating the state 
average on End of Course Exams over a three 
year period.  

An avid outdoors man, Jerry has taken on the 
sponsor role for the Yantis High School fishing 
team.  Right now the biggest need of his eight 
member team is the need for boat captains.  If 
you are interested in how to become a captain 
you can contact Jerry at his cell number 903-
440-2214. 

Jerry is excited about being in Yantis and looks 
forward to continuing his career in education.  

 

Jerry Brem, principal Yantis High School. 

 
 

http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/sharelunker/


Our membership is open and available to any and all who share our deep commitment 

to do whatever is necessary to preserve the legend that is uniquely Lake Fork.  For 

more information about the LFSA you can go to our website www.lakeforksa.com 

Remember to Fish Friendly 

http://www.lakeforksa.com/

